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Local band ‘Men in Black’ is resurrected 
 

(article adapted from Stokes Shines, The Stokes News, March 29, 2012) 
 
 

Leslie Bray 
Contributing Writer 
 

The Rolling Stones formed 50 years ago next month and still tour occasionally. The Who banded 

together in 1964, and the remaining members still consider themselves an active group. 

And now the Men in Black are back. 

No, not Will Smith and Tommy Lee Jones, but rather Stokes County’s own Men in Black — 

Brad Dunlap, Keith Farmer, Larry Hincher, Bob Norris and Joe Terrell. They may not have the 

long track record of the Stones or other old rockers, but the Men in Black are still around after 

forming in 1991. 

Like the Eagles who took a break for several years, the Men in Black took a hiatus from 1996-

2011. But this local group which plays what Dunlap calls “a unique mixture of classic rock, 

grunge and power pop” is back in business and thriving. 

“There are very few bands left who play the mixed type of material we do,” Dunlap explains. 

“We can go from Tom Petty to Pearl Jam to the Gin Blossoms at the drop of a hat — three 

different genres in the space of 12 minutes!” 

Before they were ever a band, most of these men were schoolmates at South Stokes High School. 

Norris was the odd man out, coming from North Stokes, although Dunlap transferred there 

before his senior year. 

Terrell, who was playing garage band-type music with Farmer and others in the late ‘70s, laughs 

when he remembers how Norris was “discovered.” He and Farmer had heard about a bass player 

at NSHS and so went to his house on a recruiting trip! 

The band members had a long musical history individually. Dunlap and Terrell had been music-

loving friends since fifth grade; Terrell’s dad took them to Camel Pawn Shop to buy instruments 

when they were teenagers. Norris had played trombone since fourth grade and then began 

learning every song he could think of after receiving a bass guitar and amp for Christmas his 

senior year at NSHS. 

Farmer got his start as a six-year-old playing cardboard boxes and pie plates. “By 13, I was 

playing every Friday and Saturday night at J’s Danceland, the skating rink, in Walnut Cove,” he 

recollects. 

But 1991 was the hallmark year for the band’s official formation. The “core four” original 

members were Dunlap on vocals, Terrell on lead guitar, Norris on bass guitar and Farmer on 

drums. Through the years of performing at parties, festivals and clubs, there were a few additions 

and departures of members, but the core remained intact. 
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When Dunlap moved to Charlotte in 1995 and Farmer took on a different work schedule, the 

core began to break apart due to the difficulty of getting together. Finally, in 1996, the Men in 

Black called it quits. 

Until early 2011, that is. 

 

Men In Black, a Stokes County band from the 1990s, is making a 
comeback. The groups members are: front row — Larry Hincher 
(acoustic guitar); second row, from left to right — Bob Norris 
(bass guitar), Keith Farmer (drums), Joe Terrell (electric guitar) 
and Brad Dunlap (vocals). 
 

That was when their fond reminiscences began to turn toward more serious talk about re-

forming. Terrell’s wife and teenage daughters were key in the re-formation of the band, as they 

encouraged him to pursue a new start. 
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“My younger daughter is an excellent pianist and wanted to learn guitar,” Terrell says. “She 

started asking her old dad questions, and I sorta got the spark back.” 

Although he lived in Cary and Norris in Charlotte which would limit regular practices, Terrell 

called the other band members, and Men in Black decided to make a comeback. 

Despite the fact that only Norris had continued playing in bands through the off-years (Dunlap 

had nurtured a law career, Terrell got married and raised children and Farmer’s erratic work 

schedule had kept him from even picking up a set of drum sticks for almost 10 years at one 

point), the regrouping of the band was almost effortless. 

“For all practical purposes, it was almost as if we had never quit,” Terrell marvels. “We’re more 

mature now, better musicians, more seasoned. We play more tastefully now.” 

Then he backpedals, “We were pretty good then, too; we had edge to us.” Terrell considers, then 

adds playfully, “We STILL have an edge to us.” 

The members are now in their early 50s but are rocking it out as hard as ever. Well, for the most 

part, Terrell says. 

“The joints don’t move quite as much probably,” he concedes. “We’re not as active onstage as 

we used to be.” 

“The biggest concession to age is that we like to start and finish earlier if possible,” Dunlap 

notes, “and I personally don’t jump around as much as I used to.” 

But that doesn’t seem to have changed anything for the worse. “The material is so good that I 

don’t really HAVE to do that to sell the songs,” Dunlap declares. “This band is so talented 

musically that all I have to do is hit the right notes. My job is pretty easy.” 

 

Men in Black performs their classic songs at a local show. 

 

Terrell and Norris — with their long history of playing together — “lock in together on guitar 

and bass very well,” as Dunlap describes it. 

Norris feels the connection, too: “It’s a joy to be in a band with someone that I know their every 

move and thought! That’s the symbiosis that Joe and I have!” 
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“The thing that really impresses me about Joe and Bob is their dedication to learning a song and 

getting it right,” Farmer praises his friends. “I’ve never been around guys that do as much 

homework as they do.” 

Norris also plays with Farmer in another band called Jefferson Road. “They have a natural 

sympathy that bassists and drummers must have holding down the beat,” Dunlap says. 

Norris explains it this way: “We have known each other so long, and he is such a great drummer 

that I have that same comfortable feeling being in the band with him.” 

After only three practices in the summer of 2011, the Men in Black played their first reunion 

show in late August. The event was JoeFest, an outdoor festival held annually in Dobson to raise 

scholarship money in memory of Joe Kirkman, a former Surry County school teacher. 

Larry Hincher, another Stokes County boy, was brought in as an additional guitarist for a few 

songs and was permanently added to the group after the hour-long show went so well. He was an 

old friend, having worked as a teenager with Terrell at Shop-Rite in Walnut Cove and having 

played music with Farmer and others in the ‘70s. Currently, he and Farmer play together in an 

acoustic band called “Nearly Normal Noise.” 

Dunlap adds a nostalgic side note to the JoeFest experience: “It was a blast for us because [Joe’s] 

widow, Trinette, taught some of us Spanish at South Stokes in the mid-‘70s. We hadn’t seen her 

in 35 years!” 

Since that first show, they have played primarily at “Coffee, Tea and Me,” a fairly new 

coffeehouse in King. 

“At times, it’s been like a high school reunion with Men In Black providing a musical 

backdrop,” Dunlap recounts. “We have seen a bunch of old friends for the first time in over 30 

years.” 

For many of these friends, this is also the first time they have seen Men in Black in action. Back 

in the band’s heyday in the ‘90s, the group played more often than not in Winston-Salem and 

Greensboro rather than in Stokes County. Meanwhile, their friends were occupied with raising 

families and making a life. 

But now they can catch act two of Men in Black. 

Dunlap says he has long wished that they could play some original material, but time is the issue 

with that — especially with Terrell and Norris living out of county now. Instead, the rockers are 

performing a lot of  music from the early 1990s. Dunlap is enjoying the reaction from younger 

people. “We tell them we were there when that stuff first came out!” he enthuses. “That is my 

biggest pleasure — to see the audience reacting with happy surprise.” 

Terrell agrees about the music: “Back then, it was just coming on the radio, and it went over 

pretty well. But now I can tell a humongous difference. The crowds are older, and the ‘90s music 

we’re playing is a form of classic rock now that sort of reminds them of their younger days. It’s 

going over better now than it was back then.” 

Norris chimes in, “With such an eclectic mix of songs, we are able to attract a small, loyal 

following of people who like our music!” 



5 
 

Farmer remembers one humorous occasion where their “eclectic mix” wasn’t so welcome. A 

booking agent had invited them to play in a showcase at a country bar in Randleman. They told 

him they were not a country band; he said that did not matter. 

“When we showed up, they were having line dance lessons,” Farmer recalls. “I knew right off 

that this wasn’t going to be pretty. We started with a couple of mainstream songs, some Tom 

Petty and John Mellencamp. That got a lukewarm reception. I believe the next tune was by a 

band called Dramarama — they pulled the plug on us after that song. They wanted country!” 

Will Men in Black, like the Eagles and others, make a limited run of performances before 

considering laying down their microphones and instruments? Terrell doesn’t think so. “Once you 

get music in your blood,” he says, “it’s there for your whole life.” 

“I don’t think we look at this as a limited run,” Dunlap comments thoughtfully. “Initially, we 

looked at this as something to do four or five times a year. We ended up playing five shows in 

our first five months back together. As long as everyone’s health is good, I think this is a 

permanent reunion.” 

Farmer concurs: “We’re all committed to keeping this going and understand its place in the 

grand scheme of things. Families and jobs come first. We’re in this for fun and fellowship.” 

“We will ride this wherever it goes,” Norris declares. “If that’s just one more gig or if it’s 10 

years, that’s what it will be!” 

Men in Black will play their next show at “Noma’s” in downtown Winston-Salem on Saturday, 

April 21, at 10 p.m. The venue is an upscale restaurant located next to the Stevens Center. There 

will be no cover charge. 


