
Music and fun keep these 'Men in Black' together  

 

Men in Black perform at the Stokes Stomp in Danbury this year. From left, Bob Norris, 
Keith Farmer (drums), Brad Dunlap, Larry Hincher and Joe Terrell. 
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Long before Tommy Lee Jones and Will Smith were known as the “Men in Black,” a Stokes County-
based band went by the moniker. 

Brad Dunlap, Larry Hincher, Joe Terrell, Bob Norris and Keith Farmer have performed together in 
various formats since 1977.  More than a decade later the musicians, now all in their 50s, not only 
still wear the signature black clothing in one form or another, but they still rock. 

Men in Black, which was formed in 1991, took a hiatus from 1996 to early 2011.  It was Terrell’s 
youngest daughter who reinvigorated his desire to play. “I had my old guitar still and well, I just 
caught that fire again, that passion was reignited,” he said.  “She’s responsible for getting me back 
out there.” 

Since fall of last year, the band has reunited for a number of concerts in the Piedmont-Triad and it’s 
as if time has stood still. 

The bandmates all juggle careers and families, but on weekends, they get together to play many of 
the same songs they performed a decade ago. 

This Saturday, the band will play Brewballs, 3730 S. Church St., Burlington, for the first time.  The 
show starts at 10 p.m. and there’s no cover charge.  Audiences can expect to hear a variety of eclectic 
covers from ’90s grunge to rock classics and power pop. 

“There’s a little bit of danger to our sound,” Dunlap, lead vocalist, said.  “We definitely have an edge.”   

Dunlap and Terrell have been friends since fifth grade.  When they were teens, Terrell’s dad took 
them to Camel Pawn Shop in Winston-Salem to buy instruments. 



The players are scattered throughout the state, so getting together for regular practices isn’t an 
option, but Norris said they do what they’ve always done — “we’ve done our homework.  We’ve never 
lived close enough to each other to be able to have regular practices like most bands.  But we have 
this great symbiotic relationship in that we can predict what the other’s going to do.” 

Most of the musicians attended South Stokes High School except Norris, who went to the rival 
school, North Stokes and Dunlap, who went to both schools. 

During Norris’ senior year of high school, his mother purchased a Fender bass for Christmas because 
he wanted to learn how to play.  Two days after high school graduation, Terrell recruited Norris for 
the band’s bass player.  Norris grew up in a musical family — his mother and grandmother played the 
piano, his sister played french horn and he began playing trombone in the fourth grade.  His nephew 
is now learning how to play that same trombone. 

Guitarist Hincher joined the mix following the band’s reunion show in August 2011.  The band, 
Terrell said, is looking to reach out to other bars and clubs throughout the state, including Alamance 
County. 

“The crowd responses have really been quite humbling. We’re very, very blessed to be doing this. 
Ultimately, it’s about having fun,” Dunlap added. 

There’s no cover charge for Saturday’s show. For more information, call (336) 538-0600. 

 


