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My longtime friends from high school brought their reunion rock show to a club in Mebane on Saturday night. In all 
honesty, I wasn’t too sure how good they might be. After all, I hadn’t seen some of them in more than 20 years. Of 
the five, I had truly only personally witnessed one play an instrument of any kind. And while he was always great, I 
had no idea how much game the rest of the Men in Black might have. 

When I arrived at Fourth Street Bootleggers shortly after 9, they were waiting for me to get there before starting the 
show. “We were going to wait until 9:30 if we had to,” Brad Dunlap told me with Joe Terrell concurring immediately. 

Friends are great, aren’t they? 

The three-set show included more than 30 songs and lasted well beyond midnight. Here are my impressions because 
basically I’m a newspaper guy who has to follow a story to its conclusion. 

1. After being apart for 16 years, only rehearsing on weekends and playing three shows, they were a very tight band. 
Every song from “Ring of Fire” to “I Wanna be Sedated” was spot on. A longtime friend of the band Jim Lindsay 
handled the sound and the balance was perfect. The performance overall was at times inspired, always engaging 
and, well, rockin’. The boys indeed have some game. 

2. My wife actually liked the show. That was huge and unexpected. 

3. The boys know a lot of songs.  Nearly every one they started made me smile right away. My wife told me later she 
recognized each song they played — except for one. 

4. Joe Terrell, the engineer for Progress Energy, is dedicated to the craft of playing lead guitar and doing so well. He 
takes it very seriously. I wish there was a hobby that could captivate me in such a way. I admire his dedication and 
the outcome is superb. Bob Norris is an excellent bassist and Larry Hincher rounds out a stout guitar line, specializing 
on the acoustic guitar. In fact, he began the second set with a short solo section of his own. Nice break among the 
rock numbers. 

5. I knew Keith Farmer could play the drums exceptionally well but I had no idea he could sing. “Keep on rockin’ in 
the free world,” my friend. The next barbecue from Pulliam’s is on me. 

6. Brad Dunlap, though, handles most of the vocals and was a revelation. I heard him on a recording a few weeks 
ago but I had to see it to get the full impact. After all, I’ve known Brad since he was 5 years old and don’t think I ever 
heard him sing anything before Saturday. He’s pretty damn good with range that encompasses Michael Stipe, David 
Bowie, Mick Jagger  and Kurt Cobain. One tip: It helps to know what’s on the set list. Just a suggestion. 

7. Fourth Street Bootleggers is a neat venue to see a small band. And it’s a tremendous bar. It’s in an old building 
with high ceilings and antique brick walls. There were speciality brews on tap (love Red Oak) and the pool tables 
were topped with red felt. It creates the bootleggers mood. I’ll go back. 

8. The band had fun and it was obvious. They played all covers — except for one original piece from back in the day. 
Brad told me later, “Back then we thught we might go somewhere with it, now we just do it for fun.” Nothing wrong 
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with that. In fact, there’s a great deal right with it. I’d hate to see them give up the original songs, though. It was pretty 
damned good. 

9. I wish more people were there to see it. This might be their only Alamance County appearance. At the highest 
point, the crowd couldn’t have numbered more than 35. They do better closer to their home base in Winston-Salem. 
Because Joe lives in Raleigh and I’m based in Burlington, they had hoped for a few more folks. I feel like I let them 
down. But who knows, they liked Bootleggers and would jump at a chance to play the Fat Frogg. 

10. I’ll go see them again and hopefully very soon. They’ll be at Noma’s Urban Bar in downtown Winston-Salem on 
June 9 and again on July 7. 

Here’s the set list from Saturday’s show followed by some blurry photos I took. Joe gave me a copy of the set list on 
the way out. I should’ve had the Men in Black sign it for a sourvenir. 
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